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Notes from Our Leaders... 
 Members of our      

community came        
together 15 years ago 
as a cohesive team to 
ensure that the children 
of this community 
thrive. Our mission has 
been successful, but it 
is not complete. A   
foundation has been 
laid, but our task is far 
from over. We, as board 
members of this        
organization, as       

professionals in this field, as members of 
our community, are all watchmen. We 
must come together in new ways. We 
must use creativity and develop new    
paradigms to achieve our task of creating 
a community where children thrive.  
     We are in a season of unprecedented 
change. Yet, we are in a season of         
defining moments. A defining moment 
does not occur in good times, during 
business as usual, but in the tough times. 
Something must be pulled from each one 
of us that from that point forward defines 
us.  
     Be encouraged to see the future with a 
renewed sense of purpose. These are not 
times where hope is lost. These are times 
where we can assess our challenges and 
define our most critical role. It is in these 
roles that our defining moment arises. It 
is in these critical roles that we find our 
purpose.  
     Take up the challenge. Move into this 
season with confidence. Have confidence 
in your abilities, confidence in your fellow 
citizens, and confidence in this communi-
ty. We can make this community a better 
place. We can create opportunities for 
children and their  families to thrive.  
     It is within us and we will see it 
done.  

Bonnie Robbinette, 

2013 Board President 

We are so excited to be 
able to celebrate the 15 
years that the Children’s 
Coalition has been working 
in our region! The fact that 
the Children’s Coalition for 
Northeast Louisiana        
continues to exist and     
create change in our     
communities is a testament 
to the vision and            
commitment of its members. 
As we have evolved into an 
umbrella organization, we 

have succeeded for 15 years by being flexible and 
willing to constantly re-create ourselves in response 
to the needs of our children, their families and our 
communities. Now we work through various        
coalitions, advisory groups and task forces to create 
change in many areas. This is the work we have 
committed ourselves to over the past 15 years, and 
the work that will chart the future.    
     In the coming year, we have many opportunities 
and challenges that will require our collaborative 
efforts. Our work on the Community Pilot Network 
for Ouachita Parish (OPENetwork) and the Lincoln, 
Union, Jackson pilot is critical as we work with the 
Louisiana Department of Education to create an 
early childhood system  focused on school       
readiness. We are expanding our presence in     
Union and Morehouse Parishes with the pilot of the 
Early Development Initiative in looking at early 
childhood services available in every neighborhood. 
These pilot efforts are essential as we learn to work 
with community members to address the needs of 
our youngest children. This year we will continue to 
focus on early childhood, parenting, child health 
and safety, juvenile justice reform and suicide    
prevention through 11 different initiatives.  
     In addition to the initiatives we lead, educating 
our community and building capacity are              
fundamental to the work we do. This year we will 
hold our second “What Works” Conference—
bringing to our community the latest research on 
child development, evidence based programs,      
standards, and quality programming for our        
children. 
     We encourage you to get involved as member of 
the Children’s Coalition and join us in “creating 
communities where children and families thrive.”   
We have only just gotten started on this important 

work! 

Lynda Gavioli, 

Executive Director  
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Through the Years in pictures 1998 - present 
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1. Former staff member Donna Winters 2. LEGOS Youth Leadership Team 2006 3. Lynda Gavioli leading a Youth Volunteer 

Corp meeting 4. Courtney and Caleigh Bennett attend the 2008 Start School Right Health Fair at the Monroe Civic Center 5. 

Dia De La Familia at Lake Darbonne State Park May 2013 6. Dr. Craig Ramey, Billy Stokes and Lloyd Lindsay 7. Krewe of 

Janus Mardi Gras Parade for LaCHIP outreach February 2009 8. Fashion Fusion 2012—Denna McGrew, Patti Nelson and 
Maureen Gallagher 
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“It is hard to believe that it has been fifteen years since a 
committed gathering of volunteers and  community 
leaders decided that we needed a children's coalition in 
northeast Louisiana!  The desire to change the outcomes 
for children in our area remains undimmed.  In spite of 
all that has been accomplished  together, the work       
remains of continually identifying critical  issues and  
working to bring about change.  As we celebrate the 15 
years of success and growth, we look forward to the next 
challenge, the next opportunity to make life better for all 
of the children in northeast Louisiana.” 
               -Melinda Mintz, Board Member 1999-2000 

9. Madelynn Lowery at Dia De La Familia 2013 10.  Governor Bobby Jindal visits our office in June 2008 l to r: Lynda 
Gavioli, Robin Pierce, Gov. Jindal, Evol Alexander, Jan Daniels, Lindsey Murry, Gatha Green, Andrea Dyer, Katie 
McLain, Coby Wells, Penny Haire, Sonja McAlister, Gerry Binkley, Thelma Minnewether and Carey Tomlinson 11. 

Lynda Gavioli conducting an on camera interview for KNOE 12. 1998 Youth Volunteer Corp. 13.  A mini health fair at 

Little Flower Academy 2011 14. Misti Thomas, former Al’s Pal’s Coordinator with a Monroe City Schools classroom  
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March 8-9, 2013  
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A state wide conference for parents, teachers, social workers, therapists and child care professionals was held at the 
Monroe Civic Center on topics ranging from social/emotional development of children to evidence based practices in 
an early childhood setting. Key speakers included: Dr. Charles Zeanah from Tulane  University; Kim Bortle of the 
CPS Initiative and Toni Ledet, PhD from the Arc of Baton Rouge, La. 
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September 22, 2012 
Forsythe Park—Monroe, La 

A family fun day in Forsythe 
Park helped to kick off the fall 
season! Participants enjoyed 
a 5K Run, a children’s 1K 
Fun Run, healthy snacks, 
Zumba, a mum sale, dance 
demonstrations, a hay maze,  
rock climbing wall and much 
more. Partner agencies were 
able to  showcase their     
services by having booths set 
up. Stuffee from the         
Children’s Museum also 
stopped by to teach children 
about our internal organs 
through their interactive, 
oversized replicas. 



FASHION FUSION 2013 Where Dan  Meets Design 

Pictures courtesy  of Steven Palowsky Photography 
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Community Trust Bank and the Debbie Bourg Dancers  presented  
Fashion Fusion 2013 at the West Monroe Convention Center on 
April 6, 2013. Proceeds from the show benefitted the Children’s  
Coalition. The theme of the show was “Let’s Rock the Runway” 
featuring music from the 1970’s & 1980’s. Local boutiques were 

able to showcase their fashion while local celebrities showed their 
support. This high energy runway-type style show delighted all   

audiences with dance, fashion and entertainment.  
        

         Mark your calendars now for        
April 7, 2014 ! 

 Lisa & Beryl Richardson 



Membership 

Platinum $1,000 and up 
Capitol One Bank භ CenturyLink භ Community Trust Bank භ Dr. and Mrs. Louis Gavioli භ               

Jean and Saul Mintz භ P & S Surgical Center භ The Thomas H. & Mayme P. Scott Foundation භ  

Julie and Dewey Weaver භ Dr. and Mrs. Keith White භ  

Gold $500 - 900 
JĂŶ ĂŶĚ DĞƌƌŝĐŬ DĂŶŝĞůƐ භ GƌĞƚĐŚĞŶ DĞĂŶ භ HĞĂƌĚ͕ MĐEůƌŽǇ ĂŶĚ VĞƐƚĂů͕ LLC භ                 

CŽŶŶŝĞ SŵĂůůǁŽŽĚ භ Sƚ͘ FƌĂŶĐŝƐ MĞĚŝĐĂů CĞŶƚĞƌ භ MĞůŝŶĚĂ ĂŶĚ MŽƌƌŝƐ MŝŶƚǌ භ                 
KƌŝƐƚŝŶ MĐMŝůůĂŶ භ PĂƚƚŝ ĂŶĚ TŽĚĚ NĞůƐŽŶ භ MĂƌǇ KĂƚĞ SŵŝƚŚ භ PĂƚƚŝ ĂŶĚ JŽŚŶ WŝůŚŝƚĞ භ  

Silver $250 - 499 
Stalanda Butcher භ Cognitive Development භ Debbie’s School of Dance භ Dr. and Mrs. Hardy Gordon භ            

Dƌ͘  ĂŶĚ MƌƐ͘ RĂǇŵŽŶĚ HĂŝŬ භ KŽŽů SŵŝůĞƐ භ SĞŶĂƚŽƌ ĂŶĚ MƌƐ͘ BŽď KŽƐƚĞůŬĂ භ                                        
Dƌ͘  ĂŶĚ MƌƐ͘ JŽŚŶ LĞĚďĞƚƚĞƌ භ LƵĨĨĞǇ͕ HƵĨĨŵĂŶ͕ RĂŐƐĚĂůĞ ĂŶĚ SŽŝŐŶŝĞƌ͕  LLP භ                          

DĞŶŶĂ ĂŶĚ Jŝŵ MĐGƌĞǁ භ LŝŶĚƐĞǇ ĂŶĚ HĞĂƚŚ MƵƌƌǇ භ Dƌ͘  ĂŶĚ MƌƐ͘ MĂƌŬ NĂƉŽůŝ භ                         
RŽďŝŶ ĂŶĚ PĂƚ PŝĞƌĐĞ භ TŚĞ PƌĞƉ CĞŶƚĞƌ භ Dƌ͘  ĂŶĚ MƌƐ͘ RŽŶĂůĚ SƚƌĂƚƚŽŶ භ 

Bronze $50 - 249 

ARCO 

Believe and Achieve Physical Therapy 

Judy and Charles Bell 

Gerry and Paul Binkley 

Kasy and Matt Black 

Karen Blackman 

Boys and Girls Club of West Monroe 

Margaret Brock 

Peggy Buffington 

Caroline and Rodney Cascio 

Center for Children and Families 

Mary Crandall 

Creed & Creed, Attorneys at Law 

Joan Chardkoff 

Sarah Davis 

Mark DeBord 

DHH-OBH-Mental Health 

Jim Dimos 

Earnestine Dunn 

Dr. and Mrs. Lane Eddleman 

Jennifer Edwards 

John Ensminger 

Families Helping Families 

Family Life Home Health 

Food Bank of NELA 

French Insurance Group 

Kathy and Dick Gallagher 

Maureen Gallagher 

Wendy and Stewart Gentry 

Harvey Hales Insurance 

Mildred Hill 

Michelle Holyfield 

Home Assistance Services 

Patricia Hudson 

Janie Humphries 

Kristie and James Jones 

Rhonda and Bill Jones 

Kay K. Katz 

Kiddie Korral 

LaCARE 

Learning Tech/Quest School 

Lefebvre Vet Clinic 

Life Choices 

Sharon Marchman 

Connie McCants 

Dorothy Minor 

Monroe Chamber of Commerce 

Morehouse Community Medical     

  Centers 

 

Dr. Charles Morgan 

Sue and Tom Nicholson 

North Louisiana AHEC 

Our House 

Loria Pierce 

Carlene Riley 

Bonnie and Stewart Robinette 

Dr. and Mrs. Art Richert 

Dawn Sager 

Ed Seymore 

Sylvan Learning Center 

Dr. and Mrs. Terry Thomas 

Ann Tubre 

ULM Speech/Language Pathology 

United Way for NELA 

Volunteers of America 

Senator Mike Walsworth 

The Wellspring 

Emily and Robert Williamson 

Dr. and Mrs. Jason Wilson 

Pat Wolff 

Suzanne and Jerry Wolff 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Young 

Avius Zimmerman 

12 



Board and Staff Members 
 

Administrative Staff: 

Lynda Gavioli, Executive Director 

Andrea Dyer, Director of Grants/Budgets 

Lindsey Murry, Development Director 

Kasy Black, CPA 

Sandra Harrington, CPA 

Kelly Lowery, Administrative Assistant 

Renae Williford, Administrative Assistant 

Staff: 

Mary Barrios, Safe and Healthy Kids 

Gerry Binkley, Child Care Specialist 

Chelle Brown, Resource and Referral Director 

Dee Cramer, Child Care Specialist 

Samantha Crawford, RN, NFP 

Jan Daniels, Suicide Prevention Coordinator 

Earnestine Dunn, Child Care Specialist 

Maureen Gallagher, Diverse Delivery—Bright Start 

Gatha Green, Parent Education Director 

Brenda Handy, RN, NFP 

Denna McGrew, La. Models for Change 

Patti McGilton, Mental Health Specialist 

Robin Pierce, Training Director 

Amy Pyles, Maternal and Child Health 

Romona Reed, Child Care Specialist 

Tammy Washington, Al’s Pals Coordinator 
Carey Tomlinson, Child Care Specialist 

 

Board of Directors 2013 

Bonnie Robinette, President 

Burton Wade, President-Elect 

Jody Stratton, Secretary 

Caroline Cascio, Treasurer 

 

Darian Atkins 

Stalanda Butcher 

Margaret Brock 

Mary Crandall 

Adrian Fisher 

Lois Jordan 

Felicia Kostelka 

Patti Nelson 

Jacquelyn Matthews 

Beth Ricks 

Carlene Riley 

Michelle Saucer 

Mary Kate Smith 

Jody Stratton 

Donna Underwood 

Julie Weaver 
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School Readiness Tax Credits 
The following businesses have donated $253,900 in 2012 to make a banner year for the SRTC program!  
A total of $719,365 has been contributed in northeast Louisiana since 2008 and re-invested locally into 
quality start child care centers, scholarships, seminars, technical assistance and coaching to the early 
learning community. 

North Louisiana Sports Medicine 
 and Orthopaedic Clinic 

Poly Corr, LLC 
Premier Plaza of Monroe, LLC 

Progressive Bank 
RAL Interests, LLC 

Riddle Builders, LLC 
Scott Equipment Company, LLC 
Scott Equipment Sales Co., LLC 

Scott Financial Services, LLC 
Shipp Family LTD Partnership 

St. Francis Medical Center 
Steven H. Gaar Logging, Inc 

Strauss Interests 
Sylvan Learning Center 

The Scott Corporation, LLC 
Thomas and Farr Insurance Agency 

Vantage Health Plan 

Argent Financial Group 
Blake Wheelis State Farm Agency 

Car Town of Monroe, Inc 
CBS Interest, LLC 

Center for Children and Families 
Chadco, LLC 

Community Trust Bank 
D & L of Ouachita 

Don Tant Logging, LLC 
Donald K. Hammett, MD 

Douglas Caldwell, Attorney 
Financial Service Institution Corporation 

Heard, McElroy & Vestal, LLC 
Holyfield Construction, LLC 
Holyfield Investments, LLC 

Ingles Timber Inc 
James W. Moore Proporties, LLC 

Jamey May Logging, Inc 
John S. Carroll, CPA 

Johnston, Perry and Johnson 
Key Tech Communications, LLC 

Kimpa Boyd, CPA 
Larry Harper Consulting, LLC 

Lelon Kenney Farms 
Louisiana Agicultural Corporation 

Luffey, Huffman, Ragsdale & Soignier 
Mark Meredith, DDS 

Mark Napoli, MD 
McCartney Well Service 

Mixon & Carroll, PLC 
Ouachita Independent Bank 

O’Neal Gas 
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Strauss Interests received the first Saul Mintz Early 

Childhood Champion Award at the 2012 SRTC Breakfast   
Pictured l to r: Tom Nicholson, Burton Wade, Lynda 

Gavioli and Melinda Mintz 



Financial Statement and Funders 

The Thomas H. & Mayme P. Scott Foundation 
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